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BACKGROUND PIECE OM 1RAN
{(This piece should be read ia conjunction with SNIE 34-358)

I. The prospects for stability ef the regime in Iran have not

improved duriag the past woath although surface tensions have

apparently eased,

A,

B.

The Shah is contisuing his rele of absolute ruler, thus

inviting efforts to overthrow him,

#e camnot depend on the loyaliy of the Army.

1,

The recent attempted fraweup of a gendarmerie colonel,

sappareantly spouscred by the imtelligence chief of the

general staff (Gemersl Ali Ki:), way have been 2imed at

purging suspected supporters of former G-2 Gemeral

Gharani, currently usder sentence for coanspiriag

asgainst the regime.

2. Jusior officers contisus to be dissutisfied with the
existing order of thilsl.'
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[c.  Plottimg 2lsc comtinues cmong intellectuals as wll as the

seni-literates in Tebran, All this is aimed et establishing

a yepudlic whenever the situastion seems faverable for action.
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1.

The uwasses in urban centers, particularly in Tearan,
would support any reform wovement led by any recognized
leader bold emough to declare himself,

I1. The Shab®s imability to make resl propgress toward reforaz is

coastantly eroding popular respect for the wmomarehy.

4. Despite increasing 0il revenuss which resched 330 million
in 1957, the szsses see no immediate benefits lox them,

111. XIran is concerned over deterioratisg relaticns with Iragq.

i, 1Irag is inciting the Kurds in Ilran to revolt,

25X1. 1.

2.

3.

4.

Iraq im pleamning to support za

uprisiag asong Irsnian Turds when the f2ll harvest in
northwestern Iran is cowpleted. There ure an estimated
500,000 XKurds in Iran; 300,000 in Irsq; 1,500,000 in
Turkey: 250,008 in Syris; perhaps 50,000 in the USSR,
Iraq bas invited Eurdish lsader Mullah Mustafa Barzani
to return to Irag from the USSR, where he flod in 1946
after leading sprisings in Irag from iua-xm and in
Iran 1945-1846. Barzani is sxpected to arrive in Irag
on 22 Septewber,

Iran fears & resumption of hims influence on Iranian
Kurdish ¥ationslisnm,

The Irag radio has called on XIranisn Kurds to revolt
against the Shah,
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